
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT GREENSBORO 
GENERAL EDUCATION COUNCIL 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Friday, August 25, 2017 
2:00 – 3:30 PM • 1607 Moore Humanities and Research Administration Building 

 
Members Present:  Ali, Brumfield, Carlone, Eronvenko, Germain, Harris-Houk, Henline, 
 Lennartson, Morrisette, Pettazzoni, Ramsey, Schunk, Stephens, Terranova, 
 and Zell 
 
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

I. Welcome and Orientation to General Education Council 
 Chair thanked everyone for attending and serving. Member introductions followed.   
 Council items are posted in the General Education Council folder in Box.   
 Chair encouraged members to review the General Education Council Mission, 
 Learning Goals, and Overview.  Chair explained Council procedures, Assessment, 
 Recertification, Review and Approval of Courses, Membership, voting procedures, 
 etc.   
 Discussion concerning assessment of General Education Learning Goals through the 
 Student Learning Outcomes.  Recent membership changes: role of University  Library 
 representative is a now voting member, any member of Council may fill the role of 
 Chair (no longer just College of Arts and Sciences representatives) and Chair also 
 now votes. Council members are appointed by the Provost.  Council does not follow 
 Robert’s Rules of Order.   Procedures other than the Charge and Membership (Faculty 
 Senate) are decided by Council.  Procedures are reviewed annually.  Council oversees 
 WI and SI  Committees, reports are read into the record.  Discussion concerning 
 voting procedures, seven voting members constitute a quorum.  
 
 Subcommittee & Liaison assignments: 

• Faculty Senate Liaison: Not yet filled 
• General Education Self-Study Task Force Liaison: Larry Taube 
• Assessment Sub-Committee works with Terry Brumfield in the Office of 

Assessment and Accreditation, review and approved Assessment plans and 
reports, attend Assessment workshops and forums:  
 Ben Ramsey, Dale Schunk, Igor Eronvenko 

• Recertification Sub-Committee works with ad hoc committees, to ensure 
SLOs and  descriptions are submitted to Council for review and approval:   
 Ethan Zell (GSB liaison), Chris Cassidy (GN liaison) 

• Course Proposal Sub-Committee works with faculty to offer review and 
feedback on course proposals to ensure they are within Gen Ed Guidelines: 
 Aaron Terranova, Jay  Lennartson, Cassandra Germain, Noelle Morrissette 

• Student Learning Enhancement Committee Liaison: Amy Harris Houk 
 



Sub-Committees met briefly to discuss plans for the upcoming year.  
Chair asked members to review the Potential Goals for 2017-2018, we will discuss 
these at the next meeting. 
 
 

II. General Education Self-Study 
Larry Taube provided an update on the Self-Study Task Force.   
The first Task-Force was 2005-2006 resulting in the establishment of the General 
Education Council.  Prior to the General Education Council, general education was 
under the purview of the UCC which consisted of General Education Sub-
Committees (GHP, GLT, GN, etc.).  These committees consisted of faculty with 
expertise in each category/marker.   
The current Task Force questions for Council: 

• What is it that General Education has done successfully? 
• What needs improvement? 

The Task Force will meet with faculty/staff, students, and alumni to ask these same 
questions.   
Discussion followed concerning the level of expertise in the General Education 
categories on the current Task Force.  There will be a joint meeting with the Council 
and Task Force.  A Faculty Senate Forum to discuss the General Education Self-
Study is scheduled for October 18th at 3:00 PM in the Virginia Dare Room. 
 
Chair advised a goal of the Council is to support the Self-Study.   
 
Chuck Bolton, Chair of Self-Study Task Force asked that Council review the 
AAC&U Essential Learning Outcomes.  Is this something that the Task Force should 
use as a model going forward?  If so, what does that say about the model we have 
now, if they do not match up very well, this could possibly result as a major 
restructure of our General Education Program.  Some of our Program SLOs have 
some relationship to those of the AAC&U.  However, we do not have much in the 
way of integrative learning SLOs.  We might want to consider Civic Knowledge and 
Engagement – local and global as part of the Giant Steps at UNCG.  In 2005-06 a 
smorgasbord of courses was created as part of the first Gen Ed Task Force.  We 
continue to add courses to this smorgasbord, how are students pulling these courses 
together to create insightful learning experiences?  Other schools have revised   
General Education Programs to create tracks which allow students to choose courses 
based on their interests.  The Task Force feels that the Essential Learning Outcomes 
could be a useful tool in guiding our current program.  Council members agreed that 
the AAC&U essential SLOs offer a useful model, but also indicated a need for the 
Task Force members to look at other possible models as well. The AAC&U website 
provides excellent resources and information on High Impact Practices.  
Recommendation that the Task Force look at all tools available through AAC&U, 
including documents contextualizing the essential SLOs. Council members hope we 
can create a program for UNCG as opposed to taking one model and trying to make it 
fit UNCG.   



We should also look at our current program from a student’s perspective.  What do 
we want the 21st century UNCG student to look like?  The AAC&U General 
Education Assessment Conference is an excellent resource. 
The Task Force and the General Education Council would like to hear about other 
successful General Education Programs. 
 
 

 
III. Assessment 

 Terry Brumfield provided an update on the GE Program Assessment.   
 Fall 2017 Gen Ed Assessment forum dates are: September 19 (9-10:30 am), 
 September 20 (2 -3:30 pm), and September 21 (12-1:30 pm).  This is the means by 
 which the GEP assessment results (GFA, GLT, GPR and GNS) from the 2016-17 
 academic year are presented to the University.  Council members are strongly 
 encouraged to attend at least one of these to hear what faculty are saying and to give 
 input.   
 
 This Fall GHP and GRD assessment will take place.  Spring 2018, GNS will be 
 assessed.  The January 2018 workshop will be January 4-5 and there is concern that 
 faculty may not be back on campus.  The estimated number of faculty raters needed 
 is highlighted in the document shared in Box.  The GRD ad hoc committee developed 
 a rubric with the last round of recertification, GRD faculty will have a common rubric 
 with defined proficiency and when we have the validation, we will have the same 
 rubric.   
 
 All Assessment reports are on the council website, Council is encouraged to look at 
 the reports.  Assessment training workshops are next week. 
  

 
IV. Announcements 

 There are two upcoming conferences, the Association for General and Liberal Studies 
is September 22-23 and the AAC&U General Education and Assessment Meeting is 
February 15-17, 2018.  Both provide a great opportunity to talk with other Gen Ed 
faculty.  If you are interested in attending either conference, contact David. 

 
 

  
 Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
 


